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they'd seen you, disguised as the doctor, take Jones's
instruments from my bedroom. Realizing that they
might be very important witnesses against you and me,
should the Maharani's death be attributed to murder and
an inquiry be started, I locked them up in the suite next to
mine. They managed to escape through a window, and
directly I discovered this I sent men in pursuit with
instructions to fire, if necessary. Farid'll describe how
he has left his brother wounded among some bushes near
the road, and'll beg the doctor for a conveyance and
assistance."
Durrant stared at the ruler in admiration. " Splen-
did ! " he exclaimed, " and marvellous for its simplicity.
If you keep Hamid, the major's chauffeur here, Jones'll
have to drive himself. Because of his bad sight, that'll
make the accident still more certain. Besides, 'should
there be any hitch, Fve my service revolver/' He patted
his hip-pocket significantly.
" It's late," quoth the Raja. " We must school the
lads, and then you three can set out together for the
Samp. Rashid'll help you move the stones, while Farid
goes on to the doctor."
Farid was coached by the Raja and Durrant and, by
half-past ten, the intelligent boy was quite aufait in his
part, which he repeated to Durrant on the way to the
Samp.
By this time, Rayner's motor-car had been loaded with
Marie's luggage. Everything was in readiness for
departure to Kotibagh and Rayner was to drive.
At the last moment, Jones drew Rayner aside. " Tom,"
said the Major, " I'm afraid you'll think me an awful
coward, but really I'm scared to be left alone here to-
night, even for a few hours. I hate to ask, but do you
think your wife would mind if your driver took her to the
station, and you stayed here widi me ? "
" Til ask her," said Rayner.
Marie, of course, agreed.   She thought that with